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masques were performed at court on Sundays, during
the first sixteen years of the reign of that king 9, and
certainly in private houses, if not on the publick stage.

the lords day, as well as beare-bayting, bull-bay ting, enterludes
and common playes, which were not so rife, sa common, as dan-
cing, when this law was first enacted."

It is uncertain whether this writer here alludes to publick or
private exhibitions.

9 May, in his History of the Parliament of England, 164-6,
taking a review of the conduct of King Charles and his ministers
from 1628 to 1640, mentions that plays were usually represented
at court on Sundays during that period.

There were during this period similar exhibitions on Sundays
elsewhere as well as at court, notwithstanding the statute made
in the beginning of this reign : but whether they were permitted
then in the publick theatres-, I am unable to ascertain. Prynne,
in his Histriomastix, p. 645, has the following passage: " Nei-
ther will it hereupon follow, that we may dance, dice, see mas-
ques or plays on Lords-day nights (as too many dot) because the
Lords day is then ended,*' &c.: and in p. 717, he insinuates that
the statute 3 Car. i. c. i, (which prohibited the exhibition of any
interlude or stage-play on the Lords-day,) was not very strictly
Enforced: "If it were as diligently executed as it was- piously
enacted, it would suppresse many great abuses, that are yet con-
tinuing among us, to God's dishonour and good Christians' grief
in too- many places- of our kingdom ; which our justices, our infe-
riour magistrates, might soon reforme, would they but set them-
selves seriously about it, as some here and there have done."

See also Withers's Britaines Remembrancer, Canto-vi. p. 197^
b. edit, 1628:

" And seldom' have they leisure for a play,
" Or masque, except upon God's holiday/'
In John Spencer's Discourses upon diverse Petitions, &c. 4-to:
1641, (as I learn from Oldys's manuscript notes on Langbaine,)
it is said, that " John Wilson, a cunning musician, contrived a
curious comedy, which being acted on a Sunday night after that
John bishop of Lincoln had consecrated the earl of Cleaveland's
sumptuous chapel, the said John Spencer (newly made the bishop's
commissary general) did present the said bishop at Huntingdon
for suffering the said comedy to be acted in his house on a Sunday,
though it was nine o'clock at night; also Sir Sydney Montacute
and his lady, Sir Thomas Hadley and his lady, Master Wilson,
and others, actors of the same ; and because they did not appear,
he sentenced the bishop to build a school at Eaton, and endow it
with 2QL a year for a master; Sir Sydney Montacute to give five-